Peace Dale

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

An Open and Aftfirming Congregation of the
United Church of Christ

Our Mission Statement:
"EMPOWERED BY GOD'S GRACE, WE WELCOME ALL, LOVE ALL,
AND SEEK JUSTICE FOR ALL. UNITED IN SPIRIT, THE JOURNEY MAKES US ONE."”

261 COLUMBIA STREET, PEACE DALE, RI  PHONE 401-789-7313  WEB PEACEDALECHURCH.ORG ~ EMAIL OFFICE@PEACEDALECHURCH.ORG
E-Light Newsletter
May 6, 2020

Hello PDCC Family,

Happy Wednesday! | hope you are staying healthy and looking forward to Part 1 of our Music
Sunday celebration that will happen this Sunday on Mother’s Day! It is our gift to the mothers
in our midst, and a tribute to our own mothers. We are focusing on overcoming adversity as a
theme, trusting in God to help us through troubled waters. Please join us through our Facebook
Page, Website, or simply click on the link in your email that will go out on Sunday morning at
7am. We’re hoping to feature a virtual choir in Part 2 (which will happen at a later date).

While there is a national discussion happening about how and when to begin reopening the
country, it’s clear from the hospitalization data in R.I. that social distancing is still very
important for the health of our community. We continue to meet via Zoom, and we continue to
encourage you to find a Zoom small group, or start a group, as a way to stay connected to our
faith family!

On a personal note, we have experienced first hand the difficulty of finding affordable housing
in this area, but we are actively moving into our purchased house this week and you can
imagine our excitement to finally be landing after spending a few months circling!

Remember, we are all in this together, and I’m praying for you. Thank God for good mothers,
and for a love that keeps on giving!

Peace of Christ be with you my friends,

Pastor Fred
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NEW MISSION FUND

In light of the widespread crisis caused by Covid-19, the Missions Board has
established a special fund supported by the May 2020 Mission offering. It is named the
PDCC LOCAL CRISIS FUND, and will be used to alleviate the suffering of our
neighbors in South County.

Due to the Corona Virus, many people are experiencing trauma caused by issues of
health, food shortages, confinement, job loss, curtailed wages, and a host of other
distressing issues. We hope to raise a substantial amount of money that would ease the
personal pain of our neighbors in South County. The first $5,000 collected will be
matched thanks to an anonymous donor. In addition, we seek other donations to add

to the matching funds, or gifts that will apply towards the match.

We anticipate that needs for support will be transmitted mainly thr ough word -of-
mouth and from promotion through our newsletter and web -site. In addition we are
reaching out to our local Jonny Cake Center, the Domestic Violence Center, and
Welcome House (our homeless shelter). Requests will be evaluated by a team
consisting of 2 members of the Missions Board and the Minister. Reports will be
provided to the congregation based on funds raised and funds disbursed by category
of food, shelter, and physical/mental health.

Please indicate that your donation is to the Mission Board, and designated for: the
PDCC LOCAL CRISIS FUND.

Nationally, a recently enacted Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act includes
a temporary, partial above-the-line charitable deduction for cash gifts (up to $300 per person) in 2020
to encourage gifts by taxpayers who are unable to itemize under current tax law.

For those who itemize in 2020, the CARES legislation also allows qualified charitable gifts of cash up
to 100% of your Adjusted Gross Income.

As always, we recommend that you speak with your accountant or financial planner to see what

makes sense to for you.



Wedl like to wish a Happy Birthday to the following people 8 who have a birthday in
the first couple weeks in May!

Harry Tenney d May 1
David Parkinson 6 May 2
John Halloran & May 7
Betty Prescottd May 8
Drew Torell d May 8
Kathy Carlson 8 May 9
Bob Gamache d May 9
Ashley DiGregorio 6 May 9
Sphia Arnone 6 May 10
Joan Dugas 6 May 11
Renee Lamontagne 6 May 11
Sndra Cutting 0 May 12
Mary Bannister d May 13
Robert Carlson 8 May 13

Edward Holt 8 May 15



Virtual (Zoom) Book Club Get -Together ¢ Friday, June 12 = at 6:30 p.m.
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On Friday, June 12+, at 6:30 p.m. CFL book club will hold a virtual get -together on the
fictional book, OWrapped i nAltheuh thisthool i a litle sappy e s Mar
and far -fetched in its story -line, its timeline, and clichés at times, it touches on many of the

complexities of humanity. There is a thread of Christianity as a foundation for life through

the character of Miss Ella. If you want to participate, please let Darlene know at
dhermes44@gmail.com and she will send you an invitation the week of the get -

together. The Discussion at the get -together could possibly inclu  de such reflections as:

1. Where does one turn to gather strength when tough times come: family, church,
friends, past experiences?

2. When you think of someone, who may have changed your life in some way, how
much did you really know about that person (tea cher, past acquaintance, neighbor)?

3. How much do you know about domestic violence in South County?
4. Have you had a coincidence that seemed unreal? (i.e. Running into an old friend

when that relationship may have caused you to reflect on something needed at that time
in your life.)



VENGE

(o

e r.:"._‘: L= .":-,"-v'_“ r,"_".':tif'. el g hr-;'_"' 'l"l.'; ..:}" '3.“11--.\ “l‘“ F e N

Virtual Scavenger Hunt
When: Friday, May 8th
Time: 7:00pm

Where: Zoom

Logon Information
Join Zoom Meeting

s flus . i/
Meeting ID: 757 020 3086
Join us for a fun night. There will be prizes for the winners.
Feel free to invite your friends.

If you have any questions contact Kateri Wheeler,
kateriwheeler@yahoo.com or call/text 401-793-6436.




IB ShopwithScrip®

PDCC SCRIP Update

The SCRIP program is continuing even during these trying times. PDCC has partnered with the Domestic
Violence Resource Center (DVRC) thanks to Mary Roda and has been providing grocery gift cards for their
clients. To date, the DVRC has purchased over $8000 in gift cards while donating to the church over $300.

Since our relaunch the 1% of March, we have had sales of almost $21,000 with a rebate to the church of
$1,021.

We have in-stock cards for all the grocery stores (Belmont, Dave’s, Shaw’s, and Stop&Shop) as well as CVS and
Walgreens. We also have a limited quantity of Applebee’s, Panera, and Matunuck Oyster Bar for take-out. If
you are interested in purchasing any of these cards, please contact Cindy Dowgiallo (acld98@cox.net) or Deb

Shaw (dkshaw5@cox.net) and we can arrange curbside pick-up or delivery. At this time, we will only be

accepting checks payable to PDCC.

There is also an on-line component of SCRIP which allows for Reloads and Electronic Gift Cards. Shaw’s
Supermarket and CVS are available for re-load so keep your original SCRIP gift card. Grocery stores are not
available as electronic gift cards, but you can still do your on-line shopping at Amazon, Walmart, and many
other retailers. If you are interested in learning more about this option, please reach out to me and | can send
you instructions and/or walk you through the process of setting up an account.

Thanks for your continued support of SCRIP and stay safe and healthy!

Deb Shaw (dkshaw5@cox.net or pdccscripcoord@gmail.com)
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Peace Dale

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

SENIOR MINISTER:
THE REV. A. FRED EVENSON
FRED.E@MAC.COM

Music DIRECTOR:
NATHANIEL BAKER

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR:
CHERYL VON EHRENKROOK

TODDLER CARE PROVIDER:
LAUREL SMITH

SEXTON:
MARY DEPIETRO

DIRECTOR OF PDCC YOUTH GROUPS:
KATERI WHEELER

VOLUNTEER YOUTH CONNECT ADMINISTRATOR:
MEG KOLODZIE)

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
ASHLEY DIGREGORIO
OFFICE@PEACEDALECHURCH.ORG

PASTOR EMERITUS:
DR. LAWRENCE A. WASHBURN

CH. M. EMERITA:
BETTY V. NICKERSON

Follow us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/PeaceDaleChurch

Be sure to visit our website
for all sorts of information related to PDCC!

peacedalechurch.org

PDCC welcomes your input.
If you have anything you'd like included in the newsletter, please forward your request(s)
to the church officgbefore noon the day before the newsletter is published)
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