
HOPE is on the Horizon
Help us rebuild the playgrounds at Champagne Heights and Fournier Estates



Commitment Form

Yes! I want to make the playgrounds a safe place for children to play! 

In support of the Hope is on the Horizon Campaign – please accept this gift in the amount of 
$ ________  to support rebuilding and repairing the playgrounds at Champagne Heights and Fornier 
Estates. 

Matching Gifts:
⃞ In combination with a matching gift (please specify matching source): _________________________

Tribute Gift: ⃞ This gift is being made on behalf of another person. Please send a card to (select one): 

⃞  in honor of   ⃞  in memory of     Tribute name:                                             

Tribute Address:

Recognition and Records:
⃞ Please make this gift anonymous
⃞ Please list my gift in any donor recognition programs 

Name(s) (as recognized): 

Home Address:

Preferred Phone:

Preferred E-mail:

Signature Date:

Please indicate “playground” in the memo portion of your check, and send a check to:

Peace Dale Congregational Church

261 Columbia Street

Peace Dale, RI 02879



A safe, clean space to swing, slide, and hang 
upside down with other children is something 
every parent hopes to have for their children.

Exercise, socialization, and most 

importantly good clean fun are 

among the most basic needs of 

children and youth. An inviting 

playground can light up the eyes 

and spark the energy of children 

of all ages.

 

Yet, right here in South Kingstown playgrounds in public 

housing developments are not only outdated and dilapidated, 

but simply unsafe. Years of neglect and budget constraints 

have left more than 150 local children with inadequate - and 

in some cases dangerous – play equipment. Opportunities for 

safe play are especially important in public housing developments where children are often isolated due to 

a host of factors including a lack of family transportation that leaves them unable to easily travel to other 

area playgrounds.

Hope is on the horizon

New governance and executive leadership at the South Kingstown Housing Authority is not only ready 

to rebuild the playgrounds, but the housing itself. This will take significant resources and patience. In the 

short-term, there are things that can be done to improve the situation for the children living at Champagne 

Heights and Fournier Estates, South Kingstown’s two primary public housing complexes for families. 

For years these children and families have been out of sight and out of mind for most of South Kingstown 

residents, as most public housing is hidden off the beaten path.  Most of us have never been to Champagne 

Heights and even fewer of us could give directions to Fournier Estates. 



At the Fournier Estates Playground, there are holes in the metal platforms that a child’s leg can fit through 
that have jagged edges. Pieces of plastic have broken off the slides also creating jagged edges. The 
playground surfaces have become overgrown with weeds. 

In May of this year, more than ten faith communities in our area hosted an Affordable Housing Roundtable 

that included presenters very familiar with the apartments. One result of the roundtable was a passionate 

plea for repairing the playgrounds – a request that residents have made for years. A task force of several 

members and participants of the roundtable are working together to begin this project. 

Accomplishments to date:

• We have surveyed the communities to make sure the playgrounds are a critical need. The surveys were 

both qualitative and anecdotal (speaking to many residents at a community picnic) and quantitative, 

formal phone surveys. Both surveys confirmed strong support for the playground.

• We have held discussions with the Housing Authority to determine their support and to plan the best 

way to facilitate the project.

• A very well-respected local builder has agreed to assist and provide in-kind donations.

New playgrounds at Champagne Heights and Fournier Estes will not solve the long-term housing issues 

these communities face. However, this project will send an important message that our community cares 

about the children living in public housing, their ability to play safely, and their health and well-being.  

If you are interested in supporting this initiative, please return the enclosed pledge form to Peace Dale 

Congregational Church at 261 Columbia Street, Peace Dale, RI 02879 OR visit www.peacedalechurch.org 

and click “Donate”.

Thank you!

Fournier Estates playground platform


