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Green Church!

During this Sunday's service, PDCC will receive a Green Church
designation from the Southern New England UCC Environmental
Ministries. See the article on page 5 for more information.

Advent & Christmas Eve Services

Join us at PDCC to celebrate this Advent season.
There is so much warmth in our congregation. Come
sharel

Sun. 12/7 @ 10am Traditional Worship with Communion: HI @ P I
Sun. 12/14 @ 10am Music Sunday Worship. Joy
Sun. 12/21 @ 10am Family Worship Service. L.ove

Christmas Eve @ 4pm Candlelight Contemporary
Christmas Eve @ 10pm Candlelight Traditional with Communion

Sun. 12/28 @ 10am Hymn Sing Worship Service

Worship Flowers

The flowers of December 7 are given to the glory of God
by Ron Ulmschneider and Lynn McCall in celebration of
their 2nd anniversary.

Flowers are a beautiful way to remember a loved one,
celebrate a special occasion, or simply give to the glory of God. If you are
interested in donating Sanctuary flowers for January or beyond, please
contact Lynn McCall 401-742-3949.

Will You Help Deliver Poinsettias?

The poinsettias from the Sanctuary will be delivered to
members of our congregation who are experienced adults
(over 85), have recently lost a loved one, or experienced
illness or challenge. Please contact Sue Blackerby.

Please Help with Our Call-a-Thon

We will be making our annual phone calls to members and friends of our
congregation on Wednesday, December 10 at 6:30 pm. Members of the
Executive Board and the other boards will be helping with this. However,
many hands make light work, so if you would like to help with our phone
calls, please let Joanne Haynes know: Joanne@haynesrandj.com.

A script for a brief message and a list of people to call will be provided.
We will meet in Fellowship Hall. Thanks for your help. Joanne Haynes
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D On the Calendar

Saturday, Dec. 6 @
10-2 Christmas
Bazaar

Sunday, Dec. 7 @
10am Traditional
Worship and award
of Green Church
Designation

Thursday, Dec. 11
@ 12noon Women's
Fellowship Potluck

Sunday, Dec. 14 @
10am Contemporary
Worship

Mondays @ 6:30pm
NA Meeting — Learn to Live

Tuesdays @ 9:30am Prayer
Warriors / Prayer Circle

Tuesdays @ 6:30pm AA
Meeting

Tuesdays @ 6:30pm Bell
Choir rehearsals

Thursdays @ 6pm
Contemporary Choir reh.

Thursdays @ 7:30pm
Traditional Choir rehearsal

Thank You, Joy!

Thank you to Joy Rich for hanging the
wreaths on the exterior church doors.
Joy's business is Flowerthyme.com

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 2025 ORDER FORM

If you wish to donate Christmas poinsettias to decorate our church sanctuary for the Advent
season, please complete this order form and return it to the church (office or offering plate)
with your payment by December 7t". The suggested donation is $16 per plant. Following
Christmas Services, poinsettias will be delivered to our members who are homebound,
members who are over age 85, and those who recently suffered a loss. If you would enjoy
delivering your plant yourself, please indicate below to whom you will be taking it.

Given by:

Given in: ____ Celebration of
____Memory of
____Honor of

What would you like to happen to your plants?

| want to take the plant home with me
| will deliver the plant (to whom?

| want someone else to deliver it (to an elder, homebound, other)

Total amount enclosed: S




The Christmas Bazaar 12/6 This Saturday!
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VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED

We need your help! Making and/or selling baked goods, Making and/or selling
soups. Selling jewelry. Making and/or selling cookies for the Cookie stroll. Selling
raffle tickets, Making and/or selling greens.

If you would like to help, contact Carol Edwards @ caedwards760@ gmail.com or
call 783-2713 — home 212-0419 — cell

White Elephants

Bazaar time has arrived with 2 huge

-\ rooms of treasures for all ages. We
have the cream of the 2025
| donations ready to share with you at

bargain prices.

Thanks for donating and a huge thanks to the
White Elephant team! Come shop and see your
friends!

It would be helpful if you could hold donations
of any non-Christmas items now until 2026.

FINAL WORKDAYS ARE:
e Fri.12/5 @ 2:30-4 PM

BAZAAR DAY SAT. 12/6 Three Sessions or all
day. Still need 3 more folks for clean up.

e 8:45-11:30 AM and/or
e 11:30-2:15 PM;
e Clean Up 1:30 — 3:45 PM.

Jane.stabile@ outlook.com to volunteer.

Baked Goods Delivery 12/5

Please join us in making the Bake Sale Table and
the Cookie Stroll Table at the annual Christmas
Bazaar a huge success. We need to stock both.

DELIVER FRIDAY 12/5 If possible please plan to
deliver your baked goods to the church Friday 12/5
before 7pm and label "Bazaar". Also label if the
item has nuts or is gluten-free.

Lynn McCall (401-742-3949) and Priscilla
Archambault

Soup!
Please help
us make
the
Christmas

Bazaar a success.

MAKE souUP: We |ove the yummy soups you
make to sell at the Bazaar.

We also need volunteers to heat, serve and clean
up on Saturday 12/6.

QUESTIONS? Christine Grevstad 516 694-9154

Gratitude Tree — Deadline December 11

There is a wood Gratitude Tree
outside the church office and a
white tree in Fellowship Hall
with tags for this partnership
with Jonnycake Center. Take a
tag to purchase items to benefit
the children of South County.

OR see Deb Shaw and crew at the RAISE
RIGHT table after Sunday service. They have a
tree, too. Gift cards to Marshall's, Amazon,
Visa/Mastercard, Walmart, CVS and Wakefield
Mall Retailers.

You can bring gifts to church and hand to Gabby
or leave items in the red box next to the church

office. Gabby will collect items at least 4 times a
week.

GIFT CARDS in an envelope labeled “Gratitude
Tree” can be handed to Gabby or to MaryLou in the
office, or put in the offering plate on Sunday.

If you are out of town during this time, please feel
free to send a check made out to PDCC and in the
memo section write "Gratitude Tree”. We will make
sure to purchase a gift from you with this money.

DEADLINE is no later than December 11th,
when all the much-needed gift and gift cards will be
brought to the Jonnycake Center for Hope.
QUESTIONS: call/text Gabby at 401 932-8350
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Q@ Fragrant Fresh Wreaths, Garland & Centerpieces |

@ Cookie Trail and Homemade Treaty for Sale

@ Delicious Homemade Soupsy and Desserty

v 3 Craft Vendors will offer a variety of

@ AnEntire Room of Vintage and Used Jewelry

@ Loads of Raffle Baskety

Tabitha's Closet, selling upscale used clothing
? at low low prices! >




PDCC Achieves “Green Congregation” Designation from SNEUCC
Environmental Ministries

Peace Dale Congregational Church (PDCC) is
honored to be officially recognized as a Green
Congregation by the Southern New England
Conference (SNE UCC) Environmental
Ministries — a distinction that celebrates our
congregation’s deep and ongoing commitment
to caring for God's creation. Barbara Darling, a
representative of the SNE UCC Environmental
Ministries team, will be presenting the Green
Congregation Award during service on
December 7th.

This recognition is the result of PDCC's participation
in the SNE UCC Green Congregation Challenge, a
program that guides congregations through four
levels of action across five key categories: Pray &
Educate, Organize, Reduce-Reuse—Rethink,
Connect, and Act & Advocate. Each level builds
upon the last, encouraging churches to deepen
their engagement in creation care through worship,
education, sustainable operations, and public
witness.

In recent years, the PDCC Green Team has
partnered closely with our Hospitality, Property
Management, Missions and Youth ministries to
ensure that environmental values are woven into
every decision. The collaboration with all Ministries
along with the congregation’s enthusiasm, has
inspired a wide range of initiatives that meet and
exceed Green Congregation standards. For
instance, we have:

¢ Installed solar panels to reduce our carbon
footprint and reliance on fossil fuels.

e Expanded composting initiatives, including
the introduction of certified compostable
products in our kitchen and fellowship spaces,
ensuring that items once considered
"disposable” are now part of a sustainable,
circular process.

e Moved our banking and investments to
institutions that divest from fossil fuels.

e Adopted more sustainable property-
management strategies, such as upgrading to
high-efficiency LED lighting, improving
weather stripping and insulation, and
integrating sustainability into our long-term
facility planning and maintenance goals.

e Strengthened recycling and waste-reduction
programs throughout church facilities.

e Hosted educational programs, tours, guest
speakers and events that deepen
understanding of environmental stewardship
and connect faith to action.

e Collaborated with other faith communities and
environmental organizations to advocate for
stronger environmental protections,
including support for a Rhode Island Green
Amendment.

Through these combined efforts, PDCC has met
the requirements for Levels 1, 2, and 3 of the
Green Congregation Challenge. This recognition
also carries a special distinction — PDCC is the
first congregation in Rhode Island within the
Southern New England Conference to receive
this designation!

The Green Team is already working toward Level 4
certification, which focuses on sustained advocacy,
community engagement, and embedding
environmental justice in long-term ministry
planning. This final level is expected to be
submitted for review in the coming weeks.

As we celebrate this milestone, we extend heartfelt
gratitude to every member of the PDCC community
— for your prayers, ideas, and active participation.
Together, we are living our call to cherish and
protect God's creation and serving as a model for
faithful, sustainable living throughout Rhode Island
and beyond.

Join PDCC Green Team!

For anyone, of all
ages, interested in

learning more R
about the “Green TEAM
Team”, please

contact George Faucher at glfaucher@ gmail.com
and/or Don Hermes at dhermes33@ gmail.com

Peace Dale Congregational Church




Special Order RaiseRight Gift
Cards for Christmas

@ ROlSGRIght If there are gift cards you

would like to give for
Christmas or year-end
that are not on our usual list, please let Deb Shaw
know you would like to purchase a special order.
Deadline December 14. Cards available are those on
the RaiseRight list at
https://www.raiseright.com/brands

SPECIAL ORDER DEADLINE — Sunday,
December 14 is the last day for special orders to
guarantee pickup on Dec 21. Here's a link to the
full listing of cards available...Retailer List
(RaiseRight.com)

Gift Cards with a Kick ...
Christmas is Coming

Stop by the RaiseRight table in Fellowship Hall after
service each Sunday and let us help you with your

shopping.

Formerly ShopWithScrip

You get a card for the full amount and every
retailer gives money back to the church for the
money you spend.

Use RaiseRight to buy:

» gift cards for teachers, service providers, and
family.

» cards for your own personal shopping of
groceries, etc.

IN STOCK CURRENTLY - Amazon,
Applebee’s, Dunkin, TJ Maxx/Marshalls,
Matunuck Oyster Bar, Old Moutain Lanes,
Panera, Starbucks, VISA, and Walmart as well
as all the local grocery stores.

PLANNING TO TRAVEL? RaiseRight
offers Airline gift cards, Gas gift cards, and
Hotel gift cards. All of these cards can be
special ordered.

QUESTIONS? Contact Deb Shaw or stop by the
table on Sunday after worship.

Women’s Fellowship - 12/11

Christmas Potluck at Jane Stabile's on 12/11 at
noon. Please call to sign up at 508 395-1172.

Our Nativity Set

LT P\,

Our Nativity Set in the
Sanctuary was given in
loving memory of Susan
Brison Berry by Anna
and John Couchon, Ann
and David Caswell, and
Gail Birchell. Anna
Couchon made and
donated the creche figurines in memory of her
daughter

Come Sing or Ring with Us!

Our singers welcome you! Rehearsals
are Thursday 6pm for Praise Team and
7:30pm for Traditional Choir.

Our bell ringers N\ AR
welcome you! Teenagers on up in 3\\'\ .
age. Ability to read music is a plus. W ol
Practice Tuesdays @ 6:30pm.

S

Ask a choir member after worship or send an email
to office@ peacedalechurch.org

Once-a-Month Singers

We're back and joining in for the
next Family Service. Our
emphasis is on enthusiasm. You
do not have to read music. To
practice ahead, we'll supply a video, lyrics and
usually the music for each song. Only one optional
rehearsal at 9 AM before the service. Come meet
Dan Monte, our new music director and join us for
a fun singing experience. CONTACT
jane.stabile@ outlook.com

Social Justice in Action

| For THIS WEEK'S list of events and
R 3 opportunities, check out the Social
Justice Committee info on the
Missions or Groups section of our
PDCC website. Submitted by
Joanne Haynes
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December Mission of the Month: Peace Dale Dinner Table

On February 19, 2025, the Peace Dale Dinner Table
celebrated our 11" anniversary of operation. With
our numbers at the Dinner Table continuing to
increase, this is a perfect time for the Dinner Table
to have been selected as the Mission of the Month.

We are currently preparing more than 250 meals
each Wednesday. Our increase reflects a continued
statewide trend of more people seeking food
assistance. A recent report by the Rhode Island
Community Food Bank states that 38% of all
households within the state are considered food
insecure — having difficulty affording adequate food
—an increase of 11 percentage points over last year,
due to rapid cost increases in rent, utilities,
transportation, childcare and health care, and basic
annual expenses.

At the Dinner Table, we serve more than 270 meals
per week to our neighbors in need, children and
their families, those alone, and those hungry. That
computes to over 24,000 meals per year.

In addition to Wednesday delivery/pick-up meals,
we reintroduced a Tuesday sit-down meal “The
Bistro” for food and community; we are welcoming
35 diners each Tuesday to this community dinner.

Our crew of more than 150 incredible volunteers do
the work that makes this mission possible! Thus,
donors know that every cent they give, goes to the
purchase of food and materials needed to prepare
meals to feed people.

Deep thanks to all the volunteers who make this
mission possible: the bakers, the drivers, the
baggers, the runners, the servers, those who
package and pick up the bread, the dishwashers,
the chefs and cooking crews, the reservation takers,
the driving coordinator and our volunteer
organizer.

Without the generosity of all who donate financially
to our church’s premier mission, the Peace Dale
Dinner Table would not exist. Thank you for your
continued generous support.

More information about Dinner Table is available at
peacedalechurch.org/dinner-table

Thank you for your generosity,
The Missions Board
www.peacedalechurch.org/missions

The PDCC Missions Board has chosen to support
the Peace Dale Dinner Table with your Mission of
the Month donations in December. Donate by 1)
placing your gift in the Missions basket during
Sunday service, 2) sending a check to the church
office @ 261 Columbia

Street, Peace Dale, RI 02879,

Checks should be made

out to PDCC with “Dinner

Table” in the memo line or 3) clicking the Give

now button here to donate online
(peacedalechurch.org/ways-to-give).

The November Mission of the Month has collected
to date $1,740.41 for the Church World Service. The
Fifth-Sunday Mission collected $461 for the RI
Community Food Bank

Volunteer for Bistro Dinner Table on Tuesdays

_—1 Bistro sit-down community

TIJ--""_\%‘TR{J | dinners in Fellowship Hall on
II'| THE E{']t the | Tuesdays at 4:30pm!

volunteers for the Bistro. It

does not need to be an

every-week commitment.

At this time, we really have a
need for additional

The Bistro serves approximately 35 guests at tables,
much like a restaurant. We need help to prepare
and cook the meal, prepare salads, serve patrons
(salad, dinner, dessert, coffee and tea), as well as
cleanup and dishw ashing. We also have a
volunteer to make individual desserts. If you can
help out, or are interested, but want more
information, please contact Cynthia Cherney (or the
Church Office at office@ peacedalechurch.org 401
789-7313).
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Local Events Listing

Please email any non-political event info/listings
here to jane.stabile@ outlook.com Flyers welcome

NEW Thurs. 12/4, 4 or 5 - 9 PM, Downtown
Wakefield Ladies Night with shopping, carollers,
wine, discounts, restaurants, local wine glass
scavenger hunt.
facebook.com/events/12819342869520

Fri. 12/5 from 3 - 5 PM & Sat. 12/6 from 10 AM
- 4 PM, Charlestown Holiday Ramble with music,
treats, discounts, free raffles everywhere. Also with
local crafters at St. James Church, lots of locations,
lots happening. Use the QR code to get a map at
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=12979420
42134486&set=pb.100057561064851.-2207520000

NEW Fri. 12/5, 5:30 - 6:30 PM, South Kingstown
Tree Lighting Ceremony on the Village Green by
the Guild with hot chocolate and performances by
the Peace Dale Elementay School Choir and the
Wakefield Concert Band with Santa Claus and the
lighting of the trees.
https://www.facebook.com/events/325-columbia-
st-wakefield-ri-united-states-rhode-island-
02879/south-kingstown-annual-tree-lighting-
ceremony/869324529014083/

Sat. 12/6 from 10 AM to 4 PM, Holiday Street
Faire & Artisan Barn at 170 Clarke Rd.,
Narragansett featuring many talented artists, food
makers, crafters, and small businesses.
https://narragansettcoc.com/event-
calendar/holiday-faire/

Sat. 12/6 from10 AM to 4 PM & Sun. 12/7 from
10 AM to 3 PM, Bosgraaf Stained Glass Studio’s
10th Annual Holiday Sale, featuring original glass
works from over 60 student artists. Attendees
receive a complimentary hot chocolate and raffle
prize entry. Gooseneck Vineyards is hosting a wine
tasting on site from 1pm-3pm. A portion of
proceeds go to benefit the Jonnycake Youth Center
in Peace Dale. bosgraafstudio.com/10th-annual-art-
sale-hot-chocolate-happening/

Tues. 12/9 at 7 PM, Rhody Basketball at the
Ryan Center with South Kingstown High
School’s Eskspe Vocal Ensemble performing the
national anthem kicking off a match between
Rhode Island & McNeese State. 100 level seats
each (regularly $30) with $5 going to SKHS Art
Dept. MUST PURCHASE TICKETS BY 12/5 by
calling Tyler Foley at 401 874-4295 to avoid the
online fees

NEW Sun. 12/7, various times around
Narragansett, Narragansett Festival of Lights
with music — Jesse Liam Band @ Towers & DJ J
Citrone @ Gazebo at 4 PM, crafts, cocoa & cookies,
luminaries along the seawall, Santa sightings
Photos (2 — 4:45 PM) and tree lighting with
FIREWORKS at 5 PM. Please bring unwrapped gifts
for Toys for Tots. See details at
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=12730558
21516463&set=-narragansett-festival-of-lights-
this-sunday-december-7-2025-all-around-townget-

Donate Supplies for Church
World Service Kits

Please help us collect supplies! With the help of
our congregation, Women's Fellowship has
continued to increase the number of kits we make
each year. Kits are sent to areas where natural
disasters have occurred. Please add these items to
your shopping lists and leave them in boxes
provided in Fellowship Hall. We have found these
items in Job Lot, Wal-Mart and Dollar Tree.

Thank you for your help in making another
successful year supporting this world-wide mission.

Supplies needed

ScHooL KiIT

e Rounded tip
scissors
Three 70-count bound notebooks
12 inch ruler
Hand-held pencil sharpener
Large eraser
Six pencils
24 pack crayons

HYGIENE KIT

Hand towel

Wash cloth
Wide-tooth comb
Fingernail or toenail clipper
Bath-size bar of soap in wrapper
Toothbrush in original package
Ten standard size band-aids

We also need handmade cotton bags
w/cloth handles for School Kits. Sally
Bradley has the pattern.

Submitted by Judy Healy
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Tabitha’'s Closet
Open Saturdays 9:30am-12:30pm

At this time, we particularly need:

e Volunteers for Friday 3-5pm to sort
¢ Volunteers Saturday mornings 9:00am-1:00pm

Congregational Care:
Caring for Others

WE NEED YOU! Congregational care has
always been one of the most important missions of
Peace Dale Congregational Church and_we need
you. There are three ways you can enhance this

Tabitha's Closet, PDCC's clothing ministry, offers
new and gently-used clothing for affordable
suggested donations. Get what you need, pay
what you can.

DONATIONS We are taking fall and winter
items for men, women, and children, as well as
costume jewelry. Please hold on any
spring/summer clothing donations given our
limited storage space.; we are almost full.

We ask that clothing donations be laundered and
delivered in a clean bag, as we don't have a
washer/dryer. We happily accept current-season
clothing: shirts, pants, skirts, dresses, shorts,
sweaters, sweatshirts, coats, hats, gloves for
children and adults, belts, purses, costume jewelry.
We accept shoes that are new or lightly-used. See
peacedalechurch.org for a list of what we do and
do not accept.

VOLUNTEER!! We would love more
voulnteers! If you would like to help sort clothes,
staff this effort, or do marketing, please contact
tabitha@peacedalechurch.org

LATEST UPDATES on Instagram
#shoptabithascloset.

SANTA’S NOT THE ONLY ONE
FILLING A SACK THIS
DECEMBER!

Tabitha’s Closet
‘ Christmas

Bazaar Special

b

Fill a Sack for
$10*

December 6t
9am-2pm only

*Suggested donation

very important part of our church family’s mission:

1. JOIN. Join the Prayer Circle (meets every
Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. in the church'’s
community lounge on the third floor) or the
Prayer Shawl Group that meets once a month
(Carol Edwards is there to teach knitting and
crocheting if you want to learn).

2. Do. If you can help with any of the following
efforts to provide a special sense of support or
just a caring thought, please let us know:

send cards,

make phone calls,

deliver flowers or prayer shawl,
visit someone.

3. SHARE. Let someone on Prayer Circle (listed
below) know of anyone you think could use
prayers, a prayer shawl, a card, a phone call, or a
visit, so we can fulfill a thoughtful caring gesture.
Prayers can also be requested in church during
Joys and Concerns or using the colorful pew
cards; or through the online form on our website.

LET US KNOW! Sometimes we do not hear
about folks who could use a special extra touch of
caring; please let us know if you need our caring.

Shalom with love, Prayer Circle

Linda Jeans (LTJeans@ verizon.net), Carol Edwards
(caedwards760@ gmail.com), Joanne Haynes
(joanne@ haynesrandj.com), Betsy Nelson
(betsynelson10@ verizon.net), Paula Campbell
(phedbat9@gmail.com), Norma Brooks, Darlene
Hermes (dhermes44@ gmail.com), Christine
Grevstad (christinegrevstad@ hotmail.com), Bea
MacGregor (bmacgregord7@ gmail.com), Thomas
Mather, Laura Lehrman (lauralehrmankelly@
gmail.com), Claudia Swain, Cindy Fish (cbfish0171@
gmail.com), Enid Watson (watsonenid@ gmail.com),
and Pastor Fred (fred.e@ mac.com).
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