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So 1al Justice

DID YOU KNOW?

A majority of the world’s nations have adopted a United Nations global
agreement to ban nuclear weapons. The so-called Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons reached the required approval of 50 state parties in 2020
and entered into force on January 22, 2021. It is permanent in nature and is
legally binding on those nations that join it. Follow this link for details and the
participating and non-participating countries (https://www.icanw.org/).

The new agreement fills a significant gap in international law. It prohibits
nations from developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, transferring,
possessing, stockpiling, using or threatening to use nuclear weapons, or
allowing nuclear weapons to be stationed on their territory. It also prohibits
them from assisting, encouraging or inducing anyone to engage in any of
these activities.

A nation that possesses nuclear weapons may join the treaty, so long as it
agrees to destroy them in accordance with a legally binding, time-bound plan.
Similarly, a nation that hosts another nation’s nuclear weapons on its territory
may join, so long as it agrees to remove them by a specified deadline.

Some of us first became aware of this treaty during the recent
commemoration program remembering the bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in Japan that is held annually in Jamestown, RI. Speakers noted
that the treaty has thus far been ratified by 55 countries. Notably, countries
holding nuclear weapons, including the United States, have yet to sign. The
Jamestown group urges all Rhode Islanders to ask their senators and
representatives to take legislative action to sign on to the treaty. We urge you
to study the issue and consider contacting state leaders to take similar action.
-Don Hermes

Join Rhode Island Black Storytellers on Black Historical Journeys! Each day
from 6:30-7:30pm students of all ages (including youth, families, adults and
lifelong learners) are invited to join a RIBS teller live online for an introduction to
the Black historical character of the day. Enjoy the live or pre-recorded story and
return to the main zoom-room for questions and conversation. Miss a day? Links
to recordings will be available all week long, and for 24hours after the last. If you
are in Rhode Island please register through https://enrollri.force.com/FindCourses
For attendees outside of Rhode Island please register through the Eventbrite

link https://www.eventbrite.com/o/rhode-island-black-storytellers-
32491152065
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September Birthdays

Byron Fish
Sharon Schmid
David Caswell
Carolyn Traxler
Kimberley Simmons
Wendy Sisson
Thomas Sullivan
Thomas Sherman
Keith Bruns
Heather Totten
Patrick McCarty
William Silkes
Darlene Hermes
Amy Weinreich
Arwen MacPhee
Emily Cummiskey
John Hefler
Debbie Waterman
Walter Young
Sandra Thomas
Keith Wahl
Lawrence Washburn
Bethany Hopfer
David Proctor
Barbaralee Fiske

Sept 01
Sept 01
Sept 02
Sept 02
Sept 08
Sept 10
Sept 11
Sept 12
Sept 13
Sept 13
Sept 14
Sept 15
Sept 17
Sept 20
Sept 21
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 23
Sept 23
Sept 25
Sept 26
Sept27
Sept28
Sept 28
Sept 29

If you are interested in donating
flowers for the sanctuary - please
contact Wendy Sisson at
wendyhighschool@gmail.com or by
text or phone at 401-932-2055.

September Mission of the Month:
Peace Dale Congregational Church Local Crisis

During this difficult time of the Corona Virus Pandemic, many individuals, familie
small businesses in our area are experiencing financial hardships. Véitippoet of
some very generous donations, Peace Dale Congregational Church has establi:
Local Crisis Fund to offer assistance to those affected by this crisis. Anyone wh
experiencing financial difficulty due to the pandemic is encouraged to tapthly
Church and will be considered for a grant from this fulitlinformation on
applicants is totally confidential.

Applications may bebtained by contacting PDCGenior Minister via email at:
office@peacedalechurch.org

or in writing at the followng address:

PDCC Local Crisis Fund Request for Assistance

261 Columbia Street

Peace Dale, Rl 02879

To date we have helped 22 individuals and families with things such as rent
payments, electric bills, car insurance, car payments, and food. And we are
continuing to receive applications for assistance.

The church and the Missions Board thank all those who have made donations.
However, m orderto continue supportinghose in need imur community additional
donations areencourage from anywho are #le to contribute to this fund.
Individualscan donateby sending a check to the address listed above and writing
PDCC LOCAL CRISIS FUND in the memo settteochefck, oty contacingthe
church to inquire about electronic giving options. In this way we can all support
community in this time of need.
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Neighbors Feeding Neighbors

Golf Tournament
To Benefit the Peace Dale Dinner
Table

Sunday, September %22021
Pinecrest GolCourse, Richmond, RI

For More Info —click here

B ShopWithScrip’

SCRIP this Sunday
August 29" 11:00am — 12:00pm

[ SCREAM
YOU SCREAM ‘,‘ Ti - {[]JK!L};W af "
we alf soum pRKLATY We have $5 gt cards.
& FOR Il G NAOLES80E Ad 3
R RTTNLL W Support a local business and PDCC.

SCRIP Schedule

When: 2"9and 4" Sundays
Time: afterchurch (11:00am)
Where: wherever coffee hour is set up

Look for the following additional cards:
Dunkindéd ($10), Amazon ($25), Ma

Think of SCRIP for giftgiving throughout the year with hundreds of retailers
available forspe i a | order s. See attached

Retailer List (shopwithscrip.com)

Questions? Contact Deb Shaw at dkshaw5@cox.net
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Green Team in Action at Peace Dale Congregational Church

In March of 2020, the Executive Board at PDCC asked the Missions Board to form a Green Team at the
church. Don Hermes initiated the first steps by utilizing resources from the UCC website and other
internet sites and by recruiting potentially interested volunteers both from within the church and from
the South County Community. A broad based team evolved with members from PDCC, other area
churches, and interested environmental groups.

The first Green Team meeting was held on June 18, 2020. Don Hermes and Claudia Swain agreed to
serve as co-chairs and Katherine Condon agreed to serve as the recording secretary. A Mission
Statement was developed that reflected our goals:

“0ur Mission: To promote conservation and environmental practices in our church, our homes, and
our communities.”

The team immediately got to work on education and conservation goals. Some early achievements
included the following:

*  Agendas and minutes, with relevant information were posted on the church webpage
http:/ fwww . peacedalechurch.org/ encouraging feedback and opportunities to participate.

¢ A resource list of useful environmental practices was gathered and goals were set leading to
widespread discussion in establishing priorities.

*  As a result of these discussions we promoted:

u] Better composting efforts at the church

u] Better instructions on how to properly recycle.

u] Procedures for hazardous waste disposal, at church and at home.
u] Use of more environmentally safe cleaning agents.

s+  Efforts to improved recycling programs included a field trip to Johnston Landfill site to cbserve their
operation which was replaced, due to COVID, with several on-line virtual field trips made available
through the E-light and on the website.

* An updated energy audit was performed by RISE. (Rhode Island Saving Energy)

The results showed only marginal potential improvements since early RISE audits had already
benefitted POCC in prior years.

* The Team worked on education, studying and reading a variety of newsworthy articles, books, etc.
to update themselves on current developments in the world of environmentalism. We had
discussions about causes of climate change, alternate energy sources to fossil fuels, etc. Among
other things, we examined the meaning of:

= The New Green Deal. What is it and what is its relevance? (The Green New Deal_explained -
YouTube

= The Sunrise Movement. What is it, and what is its relevance?
(https.//www sunrisemovement.orgfabout/principles)

o Community Solar. What is it and what role might it play in our community. (Community Solar:

What is it? | EnergySase



Claudia Swain launched a collaborative effort with the Education Board at PDCC to have monthly
hikes to local outdoor locations to promote environmental awareness and share a love of nature. A
few of the early hikes included one to the rocky coastline of Newton Avenue and to Black Point in
MNarragansett, led by Don Hermes, a second to Conservation Land, led by Gary Smith, and a third to
Trustom Pond, led by Peter and Claudia Swain and Tom Mather. Later hikes went to Ninigret Park,
The Great Swamp, and Duval Trail on Land Trust property.

Our group supports several endeavors of CARI (Climate Action Rhode Island). We participate in the
evaluation and recommendation of legislative representatives and policies supportive of sound
environmental programs, and encourage protocols for fossil-fuel divestments by banks and investors,
thus encouraging support for green energy alternatives.

For Earth Day in 2021, the Green Team designed an environmental banner promoting climate action,
for installation at the front of the church. On a background of trees, the banner said simply:
“Earth God's gift tows Our responsibility to the Future.”

Our most notable accomplishment this year has been the installation of over 100 solar cells on the
south facing roof of the educational wing of the church. The installed cells will constitute a S0Kv
system capable of providing energy equivalent to the 514K electrical budget of the church which opens
its doors to numerous social justice activities within the community. This project was spearheaded by
the Green Team as a cost effective way to generate electricity for the church and drastically reduce our
C02 production by not relying on electricity generated by fossil fuels.

Proposals were obtained from three different companies and Sol Power was selected to work with us
on this job. The plan involved installing enough panels to generate almost 100% of our electricity
usage. The total cost of the project would be $113,852 and a grant was obtained which would provide
535,292_ The Green Team, the Executive Board, and the Financial Committee prepared a financial
proposal for funding the remainder of the project which was approved by the congregation at the 2021
Annual Meeting.

A capital campaign was begun and almost the entire cost of the project has been raised so far. The
energy savings from this installation are projected to cover the cost of the entire system in six years,
providing a 20% annual return on our investment. The generated clean energy is equivalent to
offsetting the CO2 from driving 2.4 million miles. A spinoff benefit is a $300 donation to the church
from 5ol Power for each family who commits to home installation of a solar system. Hence, our effort
encourages the broader environmental role within the community beyond the church.

The environmental and economic impact of this project will be not only be a benefit to PDCC but will
hopefully serve as a model to the South County community as well. In staying true to our mission, we
will continue to strive “to promote conservation and environmental practices in our church, our
homes, and our communities.”
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FaLL Youtd CaLendar

Youth Connect -- Vibrant Sunday morning CE .
program where lessons come to life through drama, September 12 “outhiConnestClassesiBegin/ S7AN

music, and art September 19  Youth Connect Classes 9 AM

Children’s Group -- Special events and mission September 25 Youth Group Express Yourself Night 6:30 PM

projects for preschool and elementary students September 26 Youth Connect Classes

ok You.th. Crofpe=- LO.CE“ n.nssmn projects, n.nssnon trips, ) October 3 Outdoor Family Worship Service 10 AM at PDCC
' Christian fellowship, high school and middle school g Pumpkin Unloading Party Time TBD

! students welcome
. - ¢ October 9 Pumpkin Palooza 11 AM —2 PM
* | Community Service Opportunities - Volunteer Fas Rain date October 16 11 AM-2 PM
" opportunities including Peace Dale Dinner Table, § ] .
; & s < October 10 No Youth Connect - Holiday Weekend
youth newsletter, audiovisual team, special events
. October 17 Youth Connect Classes 9 AM
High School Discussion Group - Got questions? So

do we. Join us as we wonder, learn, and grow October 23 Youth Group Pumpkin Bash 6:30 PM
together. October 24 Youth Connect Classes 9 AM

Family Events for Our Community — Pumpkin October 31 Youth Connect Classes 9 AM
Palooza, Children's Christmas Village, Live Nativity, =

Winter Palooza, Easter Story Trail, guest speakers,
local mission projects

For more information, please contact Meg Kolodziej
(megkolodziejri@gmail.com).

COLLECTING HALLOWEEN COSTUMES AND PROPS

This year the PDCC 4th Annual Pumpkin Palooza is set for October 9th
from 11:00 -2:00. We will be adding a Halloween costume shop. From now
until October 4th we will be col |l ecdtutsng ¢
Halloween costumes. We will be looking for props as well.

Look for the plastic container with a si
Props ”, located in Fellowship Hall on the stage area. This container will be
emptied weekly , and updates will be given frequently.

Any questions please contact Gabby Klensch at: cbreeze50@cox.net or 401 -
783 -0244
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Kitchen Gift Basket

« You name an iteen that s not Usted ——————
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Look out for the South County Habitat for Humanity’s colors - Blue &
Green - in Fellowship Hall.

There is a table that has a Kitchen Gift Basket & Garden Gift Basket clipboard wish list. Above
the clipboard you’ll see a lobster pot with kitchen tags and a flowerpot with paper flowers. On
the back of each tag are items that we are looking for.

When you pull a tag or more, please write your name on the clipboard as to keep track.
Looking to have the items in by end of September and no later than October 1st.

Many of our church members know or have heard about Anthony and his family who were just

accepted into the next house that the local South County Habitat for Humanity is

building. One of these baskets that we are making will go to his family when they are set to
move in.

The other baskets will go towards the families that will be moving into the Faith Build homes

that are being coordinated now in Westerly. PDCC has collaborated with local churches in a
Faith Build with South County Habitat for Humanity. If you are interested, please contact Carol

Vetter or Jim McMonigle.

Any questions about the wish list items, please contact by calling or texting Gabby at
401-932-8350.

Next week look out for the Maintenance Gift Basket clipboard.



RECYCLING CHALLENGE

Peace Dale Congregational Church has accepted along with South County Habitat for Humanity and its ReSt
challenge to not only assist Wakefield Baptist Church (WBC), but also our forests, fields, rivers and ocean:
Challenge you say?! Whahallenge? We are collecting plastic film and bags that will be recy@&1C has
partnered with NexTrex with hopes of collecting 500 Ibs.
When WBC is able to collect that amount in 6 months, they will be given a bench that is made from plastics t
people have collected.
Let us help them get to their goal and then PDCC will take on the challenge from there and after our 6 month:
complete, both WBC and PDCC will collect for (SCHH) and its ReStore.
So look high and low, in and out, up and dowwanr homes, workshops, garages and place of work for those
pesky little plastic films and bags.
Remember, if it stretches it can go in one of the two white bins that are placed near the front office and Fellow
Hall. Please make sure that all pieees clean and any bubble wrap needs to be popped.
Any questions please contact Gabbylakteze50@cox.n@r at home 404/83-0244

What a great partnership!

What can be recycled?

(
'\
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Be sure to visit our website
for all sorts of information related to PDCC!

peacedalechurch.org

PDCC welcomes your input.
If you have anything you'd like included in the newsletter, please forward your request(s)
to the church office (before noon théay before the newsletter is published)

261 COLUMBIA STREET PEACEDALE, Rl PHONE 401-789-7313

WEB PEACEDALECHURCEORG  EMAIL OFFICE®PEACEDALECHURCEORG
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